Introduction: Comprehensive stroke education is necessary for rapid and effective diagnosis and treatment of stroke victims, especially in the prehospital and emergency department settings. Early acute stroke recognition and appropriate treatment lead to improved patient outcomes. Prehospital and hospital-based health care providers can make the difference between the opportunity for recovery, or a life of long-term disability, and even death. Advanced Stroke Life Support (ASLS®) is a one-day, evidence-based stroke course consisting of didactic lectures and interactive instruction. The sessions include video-based cases where the learners diagnose and develop a management plan for patients with strokes or stroke mimics; skills sessions where learners examine standardized patients who simulate major stroke syndromes; and an interactive game as a course summary. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the ASLS® course's impact on knowledge of stroke diagnosis and management among prehospital and hospital-based providers.
